
preface  xvii

To provide a structure for your reflection, I offer a general template (see 
Table P.1). The website accompanying this book includes all the figures and 
tables in an easily downloadable format. Check out www.inclusiveclassroom 
dynamics.com for these resources. 

At this point, set in motion your exploration of the various elements of 
the classroom space that this book addresses. What do you bring to the class-
room? Prepare to examine your identities, expectations, and biases. What do 
your students bring? What are their needs, motivations, identities, doubts, 
preparation, and approaches to learning? Next consider what your teaching 
environments are like—both physically and psychologically. Are they accessi-
ble to all students? Do they convey that students of different backgrounds are 
welcome? Contemplate the course content. How do you design the course? 
What materials do you use? What are your methods of instruction? Next 
turn to reflect on the classroom dynamics among and between students and 
yourself. Finally, think about any broader campus issues that might influence 
your classroom.

This work is challenging, and this book covers a wide breadth of materi-
als, so don’t worry if you do not have reflections on a number of these factors 
or do not fully understand all of the terms and their definitions at this point. 
Assisting you in understanding each element is what this book is designed to 
do. It describes each of them in detail and provides you with possible strate-
gies to approach each of them individually and in combination. To that end, 

TABLE P.1 
A Template for Reflection

What you are working on: _____________________________________

Description of 
relevant features 
or problems you’re 
facing

What questions 
do you have?

What aspects 
work well?

What would you 
like to improve?
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