
57context and content

Using Table 3.1, stop to reflect on what you could do to make your 
classroom more inclusive. Take into account your students and their identi-
ties. Then consider the furniture, classroom layout, technology, artwork, and 
objects. What cues do you think students see in the space? What are ways 
you could improve it?

Universal Design
Principles of universal design are also important to the creation of inclu-
sive classrooms. In architecture, universal design is an approach to making 
buildings accessible to individuals with disabilities. But rather than making 
specialty designs to accommodate disabilities, it involves designing buildings 
and structures that can be used by everyone “to the greatest extent possible” 
(Mace et al., 1991, p. 160). For instance, when designing a learning space, 
one could place it on the first floor with easy access for all students, regardless 

TABLE 3.1 
Worksheet: Symbolic Space

For each of the elements, taking into account your students and their 
identities and needs, describe updates to make them more inclusive.

Describe the 
students in 
your class and 
dimensions 
on which they 
might not feel 
included.

Furniture Classroom 
Layout

Technology Artwork and 
Objects
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