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Domains and Everyday Experiences
I turn briefly to explore the third and fourth levels of Galliher et al.’s 
(2017) developmental framework of identity content, bringing in stu-
dents’ central life domains and their everyday thoughts, feelings, and 
behaviors. For college students, important life domains include occupa-
tion, values, politics, religion, family, romance, friends, and gender roles 
(McLean et al., 2016). Although faculty members often interact with stu-
dents within a specific classroom setting, students’ multiple identities are 
not separate from one other; students’ lives in these various intersecting 
domains impact the learning environment. For instance, a student’s con-
servative political beliefs and her friendships with other students in the 
course may impact how she responds during a classroom discussion about 
racial or gender bias. The opening quote to this chapter presents the com-
plicated ways that students are navigating their identities each day in the 
classroom, with the second quote making clear that “the student perspec-
tive is invaluable” (Luker & Morris,2016, p. 5).

Take a moment to reflect on your students’ perspectives—par-
ticularly the multiple intersecting identities that they bring to your 
classroom and the potential ways that these identities influence their 
interactions with you and other students. Use Table 2.3 as a template 
for your reflection.

TABLE 2.3 
Students’ Identities in the Classroom: Culture, Social Roles, Domains, 

Everyday Experiences

What identities do your students bring to your 
classroom? These identities could be single ones 
or intersecting multiple identities; include brief 
descriptions. Consider culture, social roles, domains, 
and everyday experiences.

How do these identities influence 
your students’ behavior in the 
classroom?
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