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recently proposed developmental model for understanding the content of 
individuals’ identities. Their model incorporates four levels of context:

culture, capturing the historical, political, and structural factors in a soci-
ety; social roles, pertaining to the relational contexts in which identities 
are developed and negotiated; domains, representing the various life spaces 
that individuals feel are central to who they are; and everyday experiences, 
capturing the day- to- day thoughts, feelings, and actions associated with 
individuals’ identities. (p. 2013)

These interconnected levels of analysis are crucial in understanding the iden-
tities that students bring to their daily life in the university classroom. I now 
focus on these four different levels, taking these broad abstract ideas and 
making them concrete with everyday classroom examples.

Culture and Social Roles
At the most general level, an instructor needs to consider the cultural or 
historical background for undergraduate students’ identities; in the United 
States, this context involves systems of power in which certain identities (e.g., 
White, male, heterosexual, wealthy) have higher social status and greater 
access to resources than other identities (Galliher et al., 2017). Members of 
these social categories are privileged, receiving “unearned benefits afforded to 
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