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certain personal and historical experiences” (p. 436). Building on this notion 
of embodied text, Mel Michelle Lewis (2011) considers how her intersecting 
identities impact her teaching of women’s studies courses:

I teach what I am, I am what I teach: an intersectionality . . . , an inter-
disciplinarity, a complex epistemology, and pedagogical location. I live 
and perform my multiple social identities, both visible and invisible, and 
teach both through institutional knowledge and my own “embodied text” 
(Henderson, 1994: 436). As I teach through these embodiments, it has 
become apparent that the methods through which we teach women’s stud-
ies must be intersectional and interdisciplinary, while recognizing the body 
as a site of learning and knowledge. (pp. 49–50)

You too have multiple identities that are significant in the university class-
room. In Table  1.2, take time to reflect on identities that you consider 
important and/or that you think others consider important in the classroom, 
expanding on the initial work in Table 1.1.

Identities in the Classroom
Research, theory, and application to the higher education classroom often 
consider a focused set of important social identities. For example, Derald 

TABLE 1.2 
Worksheet: Personal and Social Identities in the Classroom

What are your 
identities? These 
could be single 
identities or 
intersecting 
multiple identities; 
briefly describe 
each.

In what ways 
is this identity 
important to 
you and/or to 
others?

What impact 
do you think 
it has on the 
way you see 
the world?

How does it 
influence your 
behavior in the 
classroom?

How does 
it impact 
how others 
respond to 
you?
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